
Building Covenant Community 

 

 God is teaching us and challenging us to live out the life of surrendering all. To know what surrender looks like, we 

cannot know it without seeing the cross of Jesus Christ. The cross is the testimony of God’s complete surrender. Love 

House of Prayer has been prophesied over several times that we are called to be a covenant community.  The thinking of 

this world and the perversion of our culture in our time greatly affected the way we think about covenant and how we 

apply it into relationships, from marriage to relationships with one another. We have constrained love to sex many 

times, and it is hard for us to define love as being friendship with one another. However, God showed us the cross and 

His complete surrender to drive out every fear in our lives. God’s love casts out fear. In this message, I will share on 

covenant and what it should look like in a community. 

 

1) What is covenant? 

A covenant is the Strong’s number G1242 for the noun word, “Diathēkē.” It means “a disposition, arrangement, of any 
sort, which one wishes to be valid, the last disposition which one makes of his possessions after his death, a testament 
or will” according to blueletterbible.org. It comes from the root verb, diatithēmi, (G1303), that means to make a 
covenant with one.  
 

2) How has culture affected our way of thinking covenant? 

1. The perversion of this culture has brought in so much fear for committal relationships that brought forth self-

preservation.  

2. In the city of Corinth, history shows that there was a temple that was dedicated to the goddess Aphrodite, who 

was the goddess of love in Greek-culture. This kind of culture of perversion brought forth a poem written by 

Hesiod called, “Theogony,” which means the birth of the gods. The poem shows that Chaos existed first, and 

then it brought forth Gaia (Earth) and Eros (Love). In the Orphic cosmogony the unageing Chronos produced 

Aither and Chaos and made a silvery egg in divine Aither. Then it produced the bisexual god Phanes who is the 

creator of the world.   

a. “Eros” came from the Greek mindset, which is the root word for all forms of lust: erotic. Eros was the 

Greek god of sexual desire and beauty and his mom was Aphrodite, who was usually unfaithful to her 

husband. The unfaithful and the lust of the desires of Aphrodite birth forth Eros.  

b. The American culture is filled with Greek mindset and many of our school systems are similar to that of 

the Greek. The education begins infiltrating our own society and in the Church, and “eros” became 

synonymous with love, which was only constrained to sexual relationships. When a relationship is about 

lust/perversion and the pleasures of the senses, it will birth forth all kinds of perversion, including 

unfaithfulness like the story of Aphrodite and also homosexuality. The next thing you know is that “eros” 

became the new definition in our culture for romance, dating, and marriage.     

i. “Even though premarital sexual behavior has been shown to be a significant risk factor limiting 

future marital success, single life in American culture has become synonymous with sexual 

experimentation in noncommittal romantic relationships. Acceptance of cohabitation. Recent 

research shows that 62 percent of young adults believe living together before marriage is a good 

way to avoid eventual divorce, and more than half of all marriages in America today are 

preceded by cohabitation.” (“Culture of Dating Today Makes It Tough to Wed,”  Apr 27, 

2006 by Thomas B. Holman from Deseret News) 
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o “Most responses inferred that the best way to treat a woman was to use her without consideration 
or emotion and then toss her aside for the next.” (“The Lack of Respect in the American Dating 
Scene” by Jeaneane Walrath, Nov 14, 2007) 

 
3) What is marriage about? 

a) Marriage is not all about sex. Marriage is a reflection of the union between the Church and Christ, the Bride. 
Love is not about sex either. If it is, there will be sex in heaven, but there is none of that. Marriage should be 
founded upon self-sacrificial love, not lust.  

b) 2 Samuel  13:1-19 is the story of Amnon and Tamar. Amnon raped Tamar and then told her to keep on the coat 
of many colors to show to others that her identity was still a virgin. Verse 15 tells us that the love that he had for 
her became hatred because he sowed into lust. Lust destroys identity while Love restores it.   

c) When we begin to mingle perversion/lust in a relationship, it will twist the purity of the Love. The leaven of lust 
will begin to destroy the joy found in the purity of the Love. And then we wonder why so many "honey moon" 
phases usually last no longer than three months in dating in our culture.  
 

4) What is the difference between Love and Fear? 
a) Love is self-sacrifice but fear is rooted in brokenness. When we operate in a wounded identity, we operate from 

fear.  Self-preservation is driven by fear while self-sacrifice is driven by love. The word “lust” in Greek is 
“epithymia,” which means literally means the desire that has resulted from a wounded feeling/soul. When 
someone operates in fear, they also have a tendency to desire to control a person.  
i) “18 Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, 19 and the cares of 

this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things (lust) entering in choke the word, 
and it becomes unfruitful.” (Mark 4) 

ii) Lust destroys the purity of the word of God, and it will bear no good fruit.  
 

5) How do we bridge between friendship and marriage? 
a) The world tells you to enter into marriage with a person based upon your sexual desires for a person but God’s 

definition of how you enter into marriage is founded upon friendship and agreement of a contract. 
b)  “Philandros” (G5263) is the combination of two root words: friendship (phil-) and husband (-andros).  

i) Tts 2:4- “love your husband” 
ii) “Philandros” literally means to friend your husband. 

c) Agapao (G25); root word of “agapao’ is friendship.  
i) Eph 5:28 “Love your wives.” This is the same love that the Father has in John 3:16 and John 11:5 “Now Jesus 

loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.” 

 This is the same command that God gave to us to love our enemies (Matthew 5:44). 
d) How can we find someone to marry? Establish friendship with the opposite sex and find someone that will agree 

to enter into a contract with you or even better, into covenant with you. 
e) Covenant’s foundation is Love. We begin to create strong soul ties when we begin to share our deepest desires 

and secrets with one another and all of ourselves. It is unhealthy in a relationship when we jump into the 
benefit before creating value for the relationship.  

f) God doesn’t enter into any relationship with anyone unless He has established a covenant, and that is God’s 
value for our relationship. He weighed His whole life and shedding of His blood.    

g) Carnal relationships are based upon lusts and what you can take from the relationship. There is no security or 
value.  
 

6) Three types of healthy relationships: 
a)  A consumer relationship is back and forth exchange in the equality of the relationship (grocery store). God’s 

covenant relationship with us looks like His complete surrender, without any demand of take from us. God 
didn’t make us pay for Him to be on the cross. Seeing His surrender and His kindness should compel us to act in 
the same way.  
i) Example: the greedy Asians in Macy’s using coupons. The greed is an example of lust in a consumer 

relationship.  
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b) Contractual relationship is the legal relationship between contracting-parties evidenced by (1) an offer, 
(2) acceptance of the offer, and a (3) valid(legal and valuable) consideration. There is usually a written 
agreement. It becomes void if the contract is breached, and it is conditional. This is on the same plane as the law 
and entering into a marriage contract.  
i) The law tells you that you are dead if you breach this contract but Love tells you that “I’m dead for you if 

you breach it.”  

 Love includes grace, which is the extension of itself to fulfill another person’s sacrifice. 
ii) Marriage: if there is adultery, the contract is void.  
iii) God came not to destroy the law but to fulfill the law. Because Love encompasses the law, God has also 

allowed divorce.  

 “On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” (Matt 22:40) 
 

c) Covenant is the strongest foundation that can be created for a healthy relationship. Covenant says that even if 
you breach the contract, like committing adultery, I will never leave you nor forsake you. Covenant literally 
means to cut, or basically it’s like cutting yourself or self-sacrifice to fulfill another person’s part. There is no 
separation in a covenant.  
i) An example of a covenant is the love of Hosea for the prostitute, which is to portray the love of God for 

Israel and the Church. 
ii) There are three basis for a covenant: 
 

iii) Public vow/promise: written/verbal 

 Marriage: till death do us part.  

 The eating of the Passover before the cross (Luke 22:15-20) 
iv) Sacrifice to establish it 

 Marriage: dowry or monetary value (Gen 22:22,23, 53) 

 Crucifixion.    
v) Seal /sign of a covenant 

 Marriage: ring.  

 Holy Spirit is the seal.  
 
7) What does God say about covenant? 

a) 16 “For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.” Hebrews 9 
i) After Christ made the testament or the testimony of His Love, He went to the cross to fulfill the guarantee of 

His Love. Before He died, He made a will to give to us as an inheritance.  
b) 29 “And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon Me, 30 that you may eat and drink 

at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” Luke 22 
i) He showed us a covenant to testify that “I’m willing to go through the whole way,” and “I’m placing a 

guarantee that I’m not backing out… by doing what I don’t have to do.” Even while we were yet still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 

ii) Our inheritance from His will is His kingdom, the same kingdom that the Father has given to the Son. When 
you are walking out self-sacrifice and Love, you’re oozing out the kingdom of God. 

iii) God gave us a kingdom that was very costly. It cost His blood and His life so we can eat and drink at His 
table with Him in the fullness. 

iv) It is customary for the Hebrews to eat after making covenant with each other. (Reference: Gen 31:54 with 
Laban and Jacob.) 

 
c) If we want to walk in covenant relationships, it will be costly.  

i) Hebrews 8 “10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the LORD: I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people.” (Hebrews 10:16) 

ii) Love is mindful of the culture, even when the law says that it is not a breach of contract if you break it.  

 Ex: stop eating meat if it stumbles another brother (Romans 14:21; 1 Cor 8:13).  
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 Love goes beyond what you can do and what you can’t do (the law). Love becomes mindful of others’ 
feelings. 

 In our culture, there are certain things that are not a sin but it can stumble other believers if we do it or 
make people question the purity of Love.  
(a) Ex: making out (sin) vs. kiss on the lips (depends on which culture you’re in, it is portrayed as 

perversion)   
 
2. The sacrifice is given before the benefit/fruit in a covenant relationship to establish security. The two shall 

become one is no longer about an agreement from a contract but a union established through faith and 
love.  

3. Sow into love and self-sacrifice and you will reap joy and abundant life. When you go through one phase of a 
great trial and you go through it with faith in God and sacrifice, the relationship and the purity of the Love in 
the relationship will grow stronger. The value of a relationship is in the sacrifice of the relationship. God’s 
value for your relationship with Him is His death on the cross.  

 

How can we apply it? 

 

- Don’t sow into lust, which destroys identity but sow into Love, which restores identity. God has given you a 

kingdom as an inheritance that cost His life so you can eat and drink at His table. God has restored us unto 

Himself and seated us in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. You will sow into Love to keep the purity and the 

covenant in that relationship. Giving money will not be an issue when you learn about sacrifice. Christ’s Love will 

compel you to give it all and to be willing to go into martyrdom. After the sign of the covenant is established, 

which is the seal of the Holy Spirit in the Church, the Acts community gave all of their possessions to share it in 

the Church. The goal of communism/socialism is to divide the possessions of everyone but it completely misses 

the process necessary to get there, which was the sacrifice and love. 

- What will be the testimony of your life? 

o Consumer relationship:  

 If the church gets bad, I’m gone.   

 If you have bad messages, I want my money back! 

o Contractual relationship:  

 If you screw me over, I’m no longer your brother. 

o Covenant relationship: 

 “For better or for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish; 

from this day forward until death do us part…” 

- Relationships with future spouse.  

o Sow in purity and reap love.  

o CHALLENGE: no kissing.  

o Keep friendship pure and you will find so much joy in the relationship.  

- Hebrews 8 “10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I 
will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My 
people.” (Hebrews 10:16) 
 


