
Habakkuk 1:2-4 

O LORD, how long shall I cry, and you will not hear? Even cry out to you, "Violence!" 

And you will not save. 3 Why do you show me iniquity, and cause me to see trouble? 

For plundering and violence are before me; there is strife, and contention arises. 4 

therefore the law is powerless, and justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the 

righteous; therefore perverse judgment proceeds.  

NKJV 

 

 Habakkuk has been crying out to the Lord for an answer to remove the 

wickedness from the land and the Lord seems to be silent to his prayers 

 The sins of the nation are iniquity. Iniquity means crooked as in everything is 

wrong and perverted. People are plundering and stealing from one another; 

violence is rampant. Strife and contention is everywhere and nothing is getting 

done. As a result the law became powerless and there was never any justice, 

because the wicked far outnumbered the righteous  

 

Habakkuk 1:5-6 

 

Look among the nations and watch -- Be utterly astounded! For I will work a work in 

your days which you would not believe, though it were told you. 6 For indeed I am 

raising up the Chaldeans, A bitter and hasty nation which marches through the breadth of 

the earth, to possess dwelling places that are not theirs. 

NKJV 

 

 God’s response to Habakkuk prayers is to raise up the Chaldeans to come in and 

destroy the nation 

 This probably wasn’t what Habakkuk had in mind 

 We need to know God’s plan in this time; His deliverance for the righteous and 

for a nation might look very harsh but it is the only way for a nation to be saved. 

 

Ps 11 

In the LORD I put my trust; how can you say to my soul, "Flee as a bird to your 

mountain"? 2 For look! The wicked bend their bow; they make ready their arrow on the 

string that they may shoot secretly at the upright in heart. 3 If the foundations are 

destroyed, what can the righteous do?  

 

4 The LORD is in His holy temple, The Lord’s throne is in heaven; His eyes behold, His 

eyelids test the sons of men. 5 The LORD tests the righteous, but the wicked and the one 

who loves violence His soul hates. 6 Upon the wicked He will rain coals; Fire and 

brimstone and a burning wind shall be the portion of their cup.  

 

7 For the LORD is righteous, He loves righteousness; His countenance beholds the 

upright.  

NKJV 

 



 There comes a point where the righteous can do nothing to stop destruction from 

coming.  

 The context of the psalm is wicked seeking to destroy the righteous but God is 

about rise up and destroy the wicked and save the righteous. 

 This is also a testing time for the righteous. How will the righteous endure these 

times? 

 At the end the wicked will be punished 

 

 

How should we be living in this time? 

 

 Now is the time to search yourself and ask God to search yourself  

 

Ps 139:23-24 

 

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my anxieties; 24 and see 

if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  

NKJV 

 

Ps 37:3-6 

3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. 4 Delight 

yourself in the LORD; And He will give you the desires of your heart. 5 Commit your 

way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He will do it. 6 And He will bring forth your 

righteousness as the light, and your judgment as the noonday.  

NAS 

 

 Finding satisfaction in God is the key to deliverance from sin. God wants you to 

be filled with joy. 

 

Rom 8:31-34 

If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered 

Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 33 Who will 

bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies; 34 who is the one who 

condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, and who is at the 

right hand of God, who also intercedes for us 

NASU 

 

 God is for you being set free from sin and bondage and if God is for you sin can’t 

stand against you. 

 God is willing to give you all good things which include freedom from sin. 

 

If there is no desire to be set free from sin and to live a Holy life before God something is 

really wrong. 

 

 

 



The Dark Night of the Soul 

 

 

 The phrase is first coined by St. John of the Cross who was a Spanish priest in the 

mid-1500’s 

 God starts withdrawing His presence from you in order that you would pursue 

Him more and find greater appreciation for Him. 

 These time periods also reveal your heart in why you are seeking God  

 Some people during these times will find out they seek God out for selfish 

motives 

 You might start feeling upset with God because of the trials 

 Being upset with God isn’t necessarily a bad sign; just don’t linger there 

 People tend to get upset with God because God is more personal to them 

then He used to be. People don’t get upset at an impersonal force but they 

do get upset at a person 

 

Ps 103:1-5 

Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 2 Bless the 

LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: 3 Who forgives all your iniquities, 

Who heals all your diseases, 4 Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you 

with loving-kindness and tender mercies, 5 Who satisfies your mouth with good things, 

so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.  

NKJV 

 

 In this Psalm David has to command his soul to worship God 

 David remembers what God has done for him and how God has saved him from 

many trials. 

 During times of spiritual crisis you need to press in to worship God 


