
The Life of Jesus Christ & the Works of God in the Apostles’ Lives 

The Life of Jesus Christ 

 If you want to learn how to be a good discipler, follow the example of Christ.  

 General life of Jesus Christ: 

o Studied the Scriptures growing up  

 “Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 

teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions.” (Luke 2:46) 

 Through the learning in the midst of the synagogues, He grew in wisdom, stature, and in favor 

with God and men (Luke 2:52). 

o Had a secret lifestyle of prayer: 

 Luke 3:21-22 

o baptized, tested & preached 

 BAPTIZED: 

 Matthew 3:13-17 

 TESTED: 

 MATTHEW 4:1 

 He continued in the lifestyle of prayer.  

 PREACHED: 

 Matthew 4:17 

o Jesus Christ called for repentance 

o Symbolism of the ministry of John the Baptist (Matthew 3:11) 

 14 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 

kingdom[e] of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 

hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:14-15) 

o What is the gospel in this context? The prophecy of Isaiah in Matthew 4:15-16. 

The gospel is a man called, the LIGHT. The gospel is not a thing but a God-man, 

Jesus Christ. The “Light” in Matthew 4:15-16 is personified as a being, rather 

than a thing.  

 15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 

By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the Gentiles: 
16 The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, 

And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has 

dawned.” (Matthew 4; NKJV) 

o The gospel in this context is also from Matthew 2:6. Jesus Christ is the Ruler 

who will shepherd His people. 

 Jesus at that time didn’t do any miracles yet. He was about thirty years old (Luke 3:23). 

o Called the four disciples (Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew; afterward James and his brother 

John)  

 John 1:29-42 

 John the Baptist prepared the way of the Lord by revealing the truth to people and also 

bringing the ones he has been discipling to Jesus Christ. The mark of a great discipler is 

one who has the ultimate purpose that they will know how to follow Jesus Christ.  

 RECOMMENED BOOK: “It’s Not Business, It’s Personal” by Bob Sorge. 

 Matthew 4:18-22 
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o Released healings, signs, and wonders in the four disciples’ synagogues in the context of the gospel.  

 Matthew 4:23-24 

 Luke 4:18-19  

 The gospel, therefore (according to Matthew 4:15-16), is the man Jesus Christ that has 

been sent to heal the brokenhearted…  

 Prophecy from Isaiah 61:1,2. The Israelites in the synagogue marveled because they 

knew that it was a sign from God, the Father, that Jesus Christ is the Messiah but they 

refused to believe.   

 The same favor of the Lord that was upon Him as a child (Luke 2:52) with men was the 

same favor of the Lord that caused Him to lose favor with the religious leaders. If you 

are seeking for the favor of the Lord, in one season you will receive the praises of men 

and in another season you will be hated. God exhorts us that we are blessed when men 

persecute us because of Him. As children of God, we have the favor of the Lord in our 

lives. 

o Continued in the lifestyle of prayer and fasting in the secret place. 

 Luke 5:16-17 

 V.16: The wilderness implies that He continued in his lifestyle of fasting since no one 

really lived in the wilderness where there would be a market and generally there is no 

food in the wilderness.  

 V.17: highlight the phrase, “And the power of the Lord was present to heal them.” 

 The access to the power that Jesus Christ had to bring forth healing was in the context 

of his secret lifestyle of prayer and fasting.  

 Luke 6:12-13 

 I believe that through prayer, Jesus knew the will of the Father who to appoint as the 

twelve apostles. We should learn to model the life of Jesus Christ of His secret lifestyle 

of prayer that God would be glorified. 

o He appointed the twelve apostles for the purpose to preach the gospel and also 

to bring healings…Gave them authority over demons… (Mark 3:14-19) 

 If we want to see the complete gospel, we need to continue in this 

purpose.  

The Call of the Disciples 

 Before Death & Resurrection: 

o Luke 6 

o Matthew 16:24 

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up 

his cross, and follow Me.” 

 After Death & Resurrection: 

o Matthew 28 & Mark 16 

 Mark’s “Great Commission” account was in the context of also releasing the Kingdom and God’s 

authority on earth for healings, signs, and wonders 

 Jesus Christ spoke into the disciples and apostles lives into something that was not a reality for them at the 

moment.  
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The Reality of the Walk of the Disciples 

 Selfish & unloving… 

o John & Peter 

 Matthew 16:23 

Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do 

not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

 Luke 9:54 

When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down 

from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them.  

 Earthly authority rather than servant-hood type of authority over people 

o  35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do 
for us whatever we ask.”  36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 37 They replied, “Let one of 
us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.”   38 “You don’t know what you are 
asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” 
(Mark 10) 

 Betrayal & broken promises/covenant 

o Peter 

 Matthew 26:73 

And a little later those who stood by came up and said to Peter, “Surely you also are one of 

them, for your speech betrays you.” 

o Judas 

 Matthew 26:25 

Then Judas, who was betraying Him, answered and said, “Rabbi, is it I?” He said to him, “You 

have said it.” 

 Disunity & Clique…  

o Anti John the Baptist’s disciples 

 38 Now John answered Him, saying, “Teacher, we saw someone who does not follow us casting 

out demons in Your name, and we forbade him because he does not follow us.”39 But Jesus 

said, “Do not forbid him, for no one who works a miracle in My name can soon afterward speak 

evil of Me. 40 For he who is not against us is on our[c] side. (Mark 9) 

 Doubt even after they have seen miracles, signs, and wonders and been given the authority to bring healing. 

o 16 So I brought him to Your disciples, but they could not cure him.”17 Then Jesus answered and said, “O 

faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring 

him here to Me.” 18 And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was cured from 

that very hour.19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it 

out?”20 So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief;[d] for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as 

a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing 

will be impossible for you. 21 However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.” (Matthew 

17) 

 Glory in the works rather than sonship… Some breakthroughs of miracles & doing the works of apostles 

o 18 And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I give you the authority to 

trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any 

means hurt you. 20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but 

rather[f] rejoice because your names are written in heaven. (Luke 10) 

 After the death and resurrection of Christ 
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o The “Great Commission”  (Matthew 28; Mark 16) calls us to baptize people in the name of the Father, 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. To baptize someone in the name of someone else is to submerge them 

into that lifestyle and into that person. In the same way, to baptize someone in the name of the 

Godhead signifies that we will bear forth the fruits of the Godhead in our lives.  

 Note: To baptize in the name of the Holy Spirit signifies that we are to be filled with the Spirit of 

God, which can happen before the water baptism (Acts 10:34-48).  

The Great Commission & The Great Commandment Taking Fruition 

 Selfish & unloving…vs. Unity and shared everything… (Acts 2) 

 Instead of glorying in the works, they gloried in the Person of the Holy Spirit. The fruits and the works of the 

Holy Spirit took place after that. 

o 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2) 

o The Works of the Apostles (1 Thess 1:5) 

 Instead of being a clique of reserved authority, they defended and encouraged the baptism of the Holy Spirit for 

the Gentile believers (Acts 15:16,17). 

 They modeled the secret lifestyle of Jesus Christ and corporately in the area of prayer.  

o Acts 6:”Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint 

against the Hebrews by the Hellenists,[a] because their widows were neglected in the daily 

distribution. 2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable 

that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you 

seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this 

business; 4 but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 
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