
SPRITUAL LEGACY OF CSULB- WRITTEN BY DON (02/2013) 

I'm Don and my memories of God's work at Cal-State Long Beach go back to the 1980's.  My first visit to campus 

was to speak to a small group of students in about 1984 who were seeking to minister on campus.  In 1986, a 

tremendous man of God, Steve, came as a full-time staff member of a ministry at CSULB.  The early years were 

challenging.  There were nights he would walk home wondering if anyone on the campus wanted to study the 

Bible.  He persevered.  A promise he claimed for the campus was Psalm 2:8, "Ask of Me, and I shall surely give the 

nations as Thine inheritance, the very ends of the earth as Thy possession."  God gave student leaders to join the 

work, and I joined the staff team with Steve in the fall of 1993. 

 

In the 90's, we had years of unified prayer with other ministries like Campus Crusade for Christ and Baptist Student 

Union (now Beach Student Ministries) and there was an excellent spirit of unity on the campus.  In 1994, our 

ministry did not seem to be flourishing, and I talked with Steve about "turning out the lights" and leaving and was 

considering opportunities elsewhere.  Steve wasn't budging.  In the fall of '94 at a regional staff meeting, I was 

prompted and asked the Lord to send 10 laborers to join us in 1995.  Within a few months, the man who was 

leading our Korean movement in the U.S. asked Steve and I to shepherd some of his staff in So Cal, and we focused 

primarily on 6.  The organization I was with started a brand new initiative in 1995 to recruit recent grads to join 

staff.  A total of ten were recruited for the whole US work in the first year, and you guessed it...they sent four to 

join our team at Cal-State Long Beach! You don't have to have a PHD in Math to realize six plus four equals 

answered prayer! 

 

In the late 1990's and many years since then, CSULB believers had collaborative yearly Unity events in the Fall and 

outreach events in the Spring that many ministries participated in. John Lockmer was key in leading this thrust.  

One of the most memorable was a debate with Ray Comfort and a CSULB Speech prof. on the existence of God.  

Kirk Cameron also came and gave his testimony that day to a pretty packed out ballroom.  Another well attended 

outreach event was a dialogue on "How Do We Get to Paradise" with Christian author Dave Hunt and a Muslim 

representative...a fascinating time! 

 

In about 2004, I tried to start another weekly prayer time with students and staff from ministries on campus.  This 

was announced at a Unity Night as "Prayer at the Pyramid".  Bruce Wu and I were the only ones who usually came.  

But not too long after this, God raised up a prayer movement with a number of students, staff and interested 

intercessors...Doug, Seyi, Tammy, David and many others.  This led to a season of many joint efforts on 

campus...prayer/praise/proclaim under a tent on campus, weekly prayer, etc.  This was a sweet season, for me, of 

people from different "streams" and different focuses in ministry coming together for certain events and prayer 

while we also continued our own distinct ministry efforts and initiatives.  We had differences of opinion on some 

issues, but came together in unity believing that God answers prayer, Christ is the answer, the Holy Spirit's work is 

what we desire to see, the Gospel is to be proclaimed. 

 

We are one body in Christ, and I love the truths in I Cor. 12:  "Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  

And there varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who 

works all things in all persons." (verses 4-6)  I praise God for how He uses different ministries in ways He has gifted 

them.  By His grace, one of the ways God has used our ministry at Long Beach is to disciple, train and equip 

students who graduate and become laborers in his harvest.  The last 15 years has been especially fruitful in this 

way.  I'm so thankful we didn't leave LB in '94.  My dear co-laborer, Steve Weik, went home to be with the Lord on 

Dec. 6, 2003.  His prayers for laborers for the nations have been even answered this fall as two recent grads from 

LB have gone to a 10-40 window nation to serve. 



 

A message of encouragement I'd give to the next generation is this:  "When man works...man works.  When man 

prays...God works."  Jesus said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do shall he do 

also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go to the Father.  And whatever you ask in My name, 

that will I do, that he Father may be glorified in the Son."  (John 14:12,13) 

 

To God be the Glory...Great Things He has Done (and Will Do!), 

Don 

 


